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Danny Glover, The Black West episode de-
picts the story of African Americans of the
early western frontier of the late 19th century.
The segment salutes the black cowboys of the
western wilderness who fought alongside their
Native American and white counterparts dur-
ing the development of the frontier. The con-
tributions of these nearly forgotten African-
Americans are portrayed through realistic re-
enactments, including a special segment on
cowboy Bill Pickett, one of the best rodeo per-
formers of all time.

Mr. Speaker, Bill Miles’ life’s work is dedi-
cated to exploring the entire African American
Experience including the history, culture and
achievements of African Americans from their
arrival in America in the 16th century to their
achievement as astronauts, aeronautical sci-
entists, and engineers. Mr. Miles has won an
Emmy Award, has been nominated for the
Oscar, and was inducted into the Black
Filmmaker’'s Hall of Fame. Among numerous
other awards garnered both at home and
abroad, he has received the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the Association for Inde-
pendent Video and Filmmakers, AIVF in ac-
knowledgment of his outstanding contribution
to the history of African American in the me-
dium of film. | ask you and my colleagues to
join me in a very special congressional salute
to Harlem’s Historian and Black Filmmaker
William “Bill” Miles, a titan of a man who has
documented the history and contributions of
African Americans and the Black American
Experience with film, a camera and a lens.

HONORING LOGAN’S CONSTRUC-
TION COMPANY FOR ITS COM-
MITMENT AND SERVICE TO THE
COMMUNITY

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
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Thursday, November 29, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a leader and innovator
of the community, Mr. Melvin Logan, owner of
Logan’s Construction Company in Sharkey
County, Mississippi. Logan Construction Com-
pany has been a thriving force in the commu-
nity for more than thirty years.

Mr. Logan was born and raised in Rolling
Fork, Mississippi to the late James and Thel-
ma Logan. At an early age, Logan developed
a passion for building things and working with
his hands. After graduating from Alcorn State
University and spending years perfecting his
craft with a local contractor, Logan’s dream
became reality.

In 1976, at the age of twenty-six, Melvin
opened Logan’s Construction Company. Ini-
tially the primary focus of Logan Construction
was renovation of properties until 1978 when
Mr. Logan expanded his craft after being ap-
proached to build a house. After successfully
tackling this challenge, Logan’s Construction
Company secured a surplus of contracts, be-
coming the number one builder of new homes
and remodeling in the Sharkey County area.

Logan’s attention to detail and quality work-
manship has garnered him the reputation of
being the community expert of helping cus-
tomers with their desired projects from con-
ception to completion.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Logan’s Construction Company
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and Melvin Logan for his entrepreneurial spirit
and continued dedication to serving the
Sharkey County community.

———
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Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to debate the Senate Amendment
to H.R. 915, the “Jamie Zapata Border En-
forcement Security Task Force Act,” which
amends the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to
establish within the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) the Border Enforcement Secu-
rity Task Force (BEST), which shall establish
units to enhance border security by address-
ing and reducing border security threats and
violence.

More specifically, this Border Enforcement
Security Task Force will achieve its goal of
border security enhancement by (1) facilitating
collaboration among federal, state, local, tribal,
and foreign law enforcement agencies to exe-
cute coordinated activities in furtherance of
border security and homeland security; and (2)
enhancing information-sharing, including the
dissemination of homeland security informa-
tion among such agencies.

As the Representative for the 18th Congres-
sional District of Texas, | am deeply con-
cerned about spill-over violence along the bor-
der between my state and Mexico. The recent
increase in drug trafficking-related violence in
Mexican cities, such as Juarez and Nuevo La-
redo, is cause for concern, particularly in the
neighboring U.S. cities of El Paso and Laredo,
TX.

In fact, in 2010, the Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) issued a safety alert to
law enforcement officers in the El Paso area
warning that drug trafficking organizations and
associated gangs may target U.S. law en-
forcement.

The BEST program is currently administered
by DHS, and involves information sharing and
law-enforcement operations between per-
sonnel from federal, state, local, tribal, and for-
eign law-enforcement agencies to combat
criminal activity near the United States bor-
ders.

There are currently 34 BEST units.

Since inception in June of 2005, these DHS-
led task forces made 10,024 criminal arrests;
6,541 administrative arrests; 5,802 indict-
ments; and 4,999 convictions.

They seized over 88,500 pounds of cocaine;
870,748 pounds of marijuana; 4,669 pounds of
methamphetamine; 4,383 pounds of ecstasy;
1,404 pounds of heroin; 3,866 vehicles;
14,243 weapons; 2,920,155 rounds of ammu-
nition; and in excess of $111.8 million in U.S.
currency and monetary instruments.

Additionally, BEST units have initiated ap-
proximately 8,490 investigations.

Jamie Zapata was a Homeland Security In-
vestigations Special Agent from Brownsville,
Texas who was killed in the line of duty on
February 15, 2011 while serving on assign-
ment in Mexico for United States Immigration
and Customs Enforcement.

E1839

This bipartisan bill, named in Jamie
Zapata’s honor, seeks to enhance our nation’s
abilities to deal with the dangerous activities
occurring near our borders and, hopefully, pre-
vent the tragic deaths of more of our agents.
These are men and women who put their lives
on the line in order to protect our country’s in-
terests.

We know that this program works and has
provided American citizens with improved bor-
der security and greater security throughout
the United States.

| urge my colleagues to support the “Jamie
Zapata Border Enforcement Security Task
Force Act,” which will ensure that our agents
tasked with securing our border, who work
under extremely perilous circumstances, are
better protected through enhanced information
sharing and greater collaboration between
agencies.

TED RAINS
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Ted Rains for
his service to our community and receiving the
2012 Mayor of Golden’s Award for Excellence.

Ted exemplifies a commitment to the com-
munity through innovation that is unprece-
dented. As captain of the Golden Optimists Bi-
cycle Recycle Program, Ted repaired and dis-
tributed thousands of free bicycles to the resi-
dents of Golden and the metro area, as well
as students of the Colorado School of Mines.

However, Ted did not stop with his mission
in Golden. He has also rebuilt and donated
bikes to Native American reservations and citi-
zens of Mexico, Haiti, and Tanzania. Ted and
Golden Optimists Bicycle Recycle Program
have repaired and given a total number of
over 9,000 bicycles around the globe and in
Golden. Ted truly epitomizes the selfless na-
ture of an outstanding community member and
servant.

Mr. Rains is a champion in the community
and | am honored to congratulate him on re-
ceiving the 2012 Mayor of Golden’s Award for
Excellence. | am sure he will exhibit the same
dedication and commitment in all his future
endeavors.

CONSTITUENTS FOR CASA
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today | am
proud to recognize the achievements of three
constituents of Texas’s 2nd congressional dis-
trict: Rose DeRouen, Judge Randy Shelton,
and Eleanor Johnson for their work with the
organization CASA as Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates. These distinguished citizens
received high honors for their volunteer advo-
cacy work for abused and neglected children.

With a mission to place every child in a
safe, loving, and permanent home, CASA re-
lies on the work of volunteer advocates for the
interests of children overlooked by society. In




		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-26T02:26:09-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




